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The famous ecologist Rachel Carson (1907-1964) was, in her own words, “a
solitary child.” Brought up in a small town, she spent “a great deal of time
in woods and beside streams, learning the birds and the insects and flowers.”
Khen she was young, Rachel loved to read and thought she would become a writer.
Then she decided to be a scientist, and at first believed that meant giving
up writing. But of course (1)it didn’ t have to mean (2)that at (at 2JkiF T
W& L72) all. She wrote of science and the natural world, and did it so well
that all who read her books gained a new awareness of their environment.

However, at first, no one paid much attention to what she wrote. Then, in
July 1951, Oxford University Press published Rachel Carson’s book The Sea
Around Us.

The publisher didn’ t expect much in the way of sales. What would you think
if you were publishing a book about the ocean? There were hardly any humans
in the book; it was all about *reefs and islands and sea creatures and *coral
and sea plants. Would you expect many people to read it? Oxford University
Press printed a modest number of copies.

The publisher was quickly astonished, and out of books. The Sea Around Us
became a best-seller — a huge best-seller. The New York Times called it “the
outstanding book of the year. Eventually it was translated into thirty-two
languages. It introduced ideas about ecology and conservation to large numbers

of people. It was enormously influential. Ecology — which comes from the
Greek word meaning “habitation” — is the scientific study of our home: the
earth.

“We live in a scientific age; yet we assume that knowledge of science is the
special right of only a small number of human beings, isolated in their
laboratories. This is not true. The materials of science are the materials of
life itself. Science is part of the reality of living; it is the ‘what,’ the
‘how, and the ‘who of everything in our experience,” said Rachel Carson.

“(A) It is impossible to understand human beings without understanding the
environmental forces that have molded them physically and mentally,” she
wrote. Then she attempted to explain that environment. Here is an excerpt from
The Sea Around Us:

The Hawaiian islands, which have lost their native plants and animals faster
than almost any other area in the world, are a classic example of the results
of interfering with natural balances. Certain relations of animal to plant,
and of plant to soil, had grown up through the centuries. When man came in
and rudely disturbed this balance, he set off a whole series of chain re-
actions.

The Sea Around Us made Rachel Carson famous, but the last book she wrote,
Silent Spring, created enemies among powerful interest groups. It took courage
to write that book. It was a look at a serious subject — #pesticides — and
how they were poisoning the earth and its inhabitants. In Silent Spring, Carson
attacked the chemical and food industries, and the Department of Agriculture.

(3) They ITost no time in fighting back. Rachel Carson was mocked and ridiculed
as a “hysterical woman.” Her editor wrote, “(B)Her opponents must have
realized that she was questioning not only the agricultural use of poisons,




but also the basic irresponsibility of a technological society toward the
natural world.”

Yet the fury and fervor of the attacks only brought her more readers. U.S.
President Kennedy asked for a special report on pesticides. The report con-
firmed what Carson had written, and it made important recommendations for
reducing and controlling the use of pesticides.

The public had been generally unaware of the danger of the poisons sprayed
on plants, but now things had changed. Modestly, Rachel Carson said that one
book couldn’t change much, but on (4) that she may have been wrong.
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1. The famous ecologist Rachel Carson wrote science fiction as well.

2. Printing a modest number of copies was enough for the readers of Rachel
Carson’ s book, The Sea Around Us.

3. Not only The Sea Around Us but also Silent Spring by Rachel Carson had a
great influence on a huge number of people.

4. The New York Times wrote a critical editorial on The Sea Around Us when
it was published.

5. Knowledge of science had been shared by a lot of people in the United
States, which was one of the reasons why many people read The Sea Around Us.

6. Many people read Rachel Carson’ s The Sea Around Us, but only in the United
States.

7. The Department of Agriculture was criticized by Rachel Carson in her Silent
Spring.

8. Rachel Carson was despised and called a “hysterical woman”™ by her enemies
when she published Silent Spring.

9. President Kennedy couldn’ t do anything about what Rachel Carson had
written, because he had more important things to do.
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B (1) to be a scientist
(2) giving up writing
(3) the chemical and food industries, and the Department of Agriculture
(4) (that) one book couldn’ t change much
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One of the reasons many people enjoy sport competition is that organized
competitive sports are different from the rest of our lives in important ways.
It is obvious that sports are a part of many people’ s experiences and, like
other experiences, they can serve as sources for learning. But it is likely
that the overall value of organized, competitive sports as sites for learning
is distorted when people think that everything learned in sport competition
contributes to success in the rest of life. [I]It is when the differences
between sports and everyday life are recognized that people are able to open
themselves up to new experiences in sports.

Khen these differences are recognized, one of the most beneficial
consequences of sport competition is that it can provide opportunities to
experience success and failure in an activity (a)unrelated to careers, family
life, and friendships. In other words, striking out in a baseball game can be
a valuable experience when the game is seen as separate from everyday life.
And [ I J.

Making these distinctions between sports and everyday life is especially
important in the lives of children. Children need activities that allow them
the freedom to (b)experiment with their physical skills. This is because their
self-conceptions are in the formative stages, and their experiences in sports
can improve their body images and increase confidence in their physical
capabilities — two significant aspects in their developing self-concepts.
According to one sport psychologist, this freedom to test oneself through
competition is valuable because it “can provide opportunities to establish
identity and a sense of significance.”

However, when people get carried away with the importance of competition and
the lessons it supposedly teaches, sport participation can lead to negative
consequences. For example, equating competition in sports with everyday life
could lead people to form a narrow definition of success in life. If they learn
that success depends strictly on establishing superiority over others, they
may not be able to handle defeats in their lives and cut themselves off from
other people. Kleiber (c)emphasizes this when he points out that competition
has the potential to restrict the range of a person’ s experiences and
relationships and (d) “replace caring and cooperation with the (e)pursuit of
personal gain.” [FM]—SRZ& W |
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And [playing a tennis ( A ) after school or work can be a valuable
experience simply because the ( B ) of the game does not have any ( C ) on
(D) in class, job evaluations, the love of family members, and the ( E )
of friendships. ]

1. grades 2. score 3. quality 4. impact 5. game 6. match
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(1) A bad day at the office may cause one to lose a game after work since
what a person does at work has much to do with sports.

(2) Organized competitive sports are enjoyable and good for building
strength, but in terms of learning they are rather worthless.

(3) Sports show people how best to succeed in life at various levels and in
various ways.

(4) Sports can teach children how to become independent of their parents.

(5) Experiences in sports help children to better understand their minds and
bodies.

(6) Excessive competetion can cause people to lose interest in friendship
and focus only on their personal advantage.
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One of the problems English-speaking children have to *sort out when they re
learning complex sentences is (I1)which way round things go. Take these four

cases.
Mary laughed, as the clock struck three.
As the clock struck three, Mary laughed.

3. The clock struck three, as Mary laughed.

4. As Mary laughed, the clock struck three.
What is the child to make of this? Do these sentences mean the same thing,
or not? You and I know that, apart from slight differences in emphasis, there’ s
no change in meaning. Children should be able to work this out for themselves
in a fairly short time.

In fact, sentences like these are all learned during the pre-school years,
but not at the same time. Children seem to find 1 easier than 2, and 3 easier
than 4, and thus say 1 and 3 earlier. Why is this? Basically because children
like to have the main point in a sentence said first. In 1 and 2, “Mary
laughing” is the main point (the “main clause” in the sentence, grammar books
would say). In 3 and 4, “the clock striking” is the main point. Putting first
the less important point (the “subordinate clause”, which always begins with
the connecting word) is something they prefer to do later.

These sentences don’ t present much of a problem because the meaning is the
same each time. However, other connecting words which express time are much
more difficult to sort out — before and after, in particular. Let’s begin
with before, which is fairly straightforward.

Mary laughed, before the clock struck three.

Before the clock struck three, Mary laughed.
So far, so good. You d expect children to learn the first before the second,
on (2)the above principle.

Now let’s turn to after.

Mary laughed, after the clock struck three.
After the clock struck three, Mary laughed.

Here a complication sets in. You' d expect children to have no trouble with
the first of these, because “Mary laughing” comes first, and that’s the main
clause. But (3)they do have trouble.

You can try this experiment on pre-school children, to show that there’s a
problem. What they have to do is carry out your instructions (4)in the order
you say. Start with an easy sequence.

“Touch your nose and then touch your *tummy.”
Do a few of these, so that the child gets the idea. Then switch to after.
“Touch your nose after you touch your tummy.”
You' 11 find that the children will still touch their nose first, even though
your sentence asked them to touch their tummy first.

That’ s the trouble with after, when it comes in the second part of the
sentence. It’s the second thing that’s said but the first thing that happens.
It’s a back-to-front way of saying things. And, not surprisingly, children
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don’ t much like it. They assume that the first thing that’ s said happens first;
the second thing that’s said happens second. They follow the order in which
you mention things.

Now look at this sentence the other way round:

“After you touch your tummy, touch your nose.”

This is much easier for children to cope with. The order of the clauses
corresponds to the order of events, so that’s all right. However, you' 1l notice
that the main clause doesn’ t come first, so some children will still find this
slightly complicated.
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*tummy: stomach DHWEE TH4DH
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a. how one things moves round another
b. the direction in which round things move
c. the order in which things are
d. to find the tracks left by things moving round
e. to perceive the path round which things make their way
f. whether things go clockwise or the other way round
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a. It is a mistake to think that they don’ t have trouble.
b. It is certain, not just probable, that they have trouble.
c. They didn’ t use to have trouble but now they have trouble.
d. They don’ t cause, but have, trouble.
e. They have even more trouble than you expect them to.
f. They really have a tremendous amount of trouble.
@) THBOBU®ZRTHDOEZVREI L,
a. in the order in which words are put
b. in the order in which you give the clauses
c. in the order things are mentioned
d. in the order which you request
e. in the range you indicate
f. in the sense of the command you give
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After X happened, Y happened.

Before X happened, Y happened.

X happened after Y happened.

X happened before Y happened.
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1. Mary laughed, as the clock struck three.

2. As the clock struck three, Mary laughed.

3. The clock struck three, as Mary laughed.

4. As Mary laughed, the clock struck.three.
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Mary laughed, after the clock struck three.

After the clock struck three, Mary laughed.
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“Touch your nose and then touch your tummy.”
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“Touch your nose after you touch your tummy.”
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“After you touch your tummy, touch your nose.”
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Are parents rational about their children? No. (1)Parents aren’ t rational
because love isn’' t rational. Young people can understand this about romantic
love, but they find it hard to accept the same fierce element in parental
affection.

What brings up this was my eldest daughter’s question the other day. “Let
me ask you something, Dad,” she began (2)in a tone of patiently controlled rage
that every experienced parent is familiar with.

“I sailed around the Mediterranean in a yacht when I was seventeen,” she
recited slowly and carefully. “I hiked through the Pyrenees from Spain to
Paris. I've done rock climbing and deep-sea diving and slept in rain forests
in the jungle of Indonesia. Right?”

“Right,” 1 said, shivering at this recital as a man who would gets hysterical
while taking a shower if a bit of soap stings his eye. “So what?”

“So this,” she went on. “NFhen I'm home and I'm going to the corner drugstore
to pick up some shampoo, why do you always tell me to be careful when I cross
the street?”

There is no satisfactory answer a parent can give to this.

All T could mumble in response was that when I was a man of fifty, my mother
would lean out of the window when I left and remind me not to drive too fast.
If 1 were eighty and she were still alive, I would be getting the same warning.
No matter the age, a child is a child.

There is another factor, too, that children find it hard to understand. When
they are far away, there is nothing we can do about their safety or welfare.
They are in the hands of the gods. Parents try not to think about it, hoping
that if (3)they #blot the children out, (4)the fateful call or cable will never
come.

But when the children are close by us again, the old protective urge quickly
reasserts itself, and it matters not how far they have been, or how long
gone, or what experiences they have endured, or even how well they have
demonstrated their survival ability.

Most accidents, after all, happen around the coner, not in the rain forest.
Man is a more dangerous foe to man than the elements of nature or animals in
the wild. The most instinctive act of almost every creature is to protect its
young, and with humans (5)this response persists for a lifetime.

In the parent’s mind, a child ages but does not grow. rational? No. But if
we were wholly rational, would we want children at all? (Partly adapted)

tblot out: destroy
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According to the writer, parents aren’t rational
(1) because they hope their children would not be surrounded by harmful
foreigners.
(2) because they cannot value the adventures which their children have had.



(3) because their protective urge diminishes when their children are close
by.
(4) because they cannot but give their children’ s opinions serious consider-
atin.
(5) because in their minds their children always remain in need of parental
protection.
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(I) The eldest daughter made her father angry, because she had risked her
life so often.
(2) Parents tend to worry more about children when they are nearby.
(3) The father often worries that his daughter might have an accident when
she crosses the street.
(4) Most accidents do not happen nearby, and tragic information coming from
far away makes us sad.
(5) Parents have had more experiences than children, and parental love is
rational unlike romantic love.
(6) Wild animals protect their young instinctively, but humans do so
rationally.
(7) A human being is the most dangerous enemy of a human being.
(8) At a certain age, a child grows up and becomes an adult, and his parents
no longer feel the need to protect him.
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