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[RLE] %, 3T BRI BB #k#) L Tl 72 Basil Hall Chamberlain @ ” Things
Japanese” (—/\RO) I%%Eil\l, # L7 ("Globalisation Regionalisation and National
Policy Systems” Proceedings of the Second Anglo—Japanese Academy, 7—11 Jamary 2006).
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Love of country seemed likely to yield to humble bowing down before foreign models.
Officialdomnot unnaturally took fright at this abdication of national individualism.
Evidently something must be done to turn the tide. Accordingly, patriotic sentiment
was appealed to through the throne, whose hoary antiquity had ever been a source of
pride to Japanese literati, who loved to dwell on the contrast between Japan' s unique
line of absolute monarchs and the short-lived dvnasties of China. Shintoh, a primitive
nature cult, which had fallen into discredit was taken out of its cupboard and dusted.
The common people, it is true, continued to place their affeetion on Buddhism. The
popular festivals were Buddhist, Buddhist also the temples where they buried their
dead. The governing class determined to change all this. They insisted on the Shintoh

doctrine that the Mikado descends in direct succession from the native Goddess o the
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Sun, and that he himself is a living God on earth who justly claims the absolute fealty
PE-mERRE

of his subjects.
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